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This is the first report ofHydrocotyle bowlesioides Mathias& Constance (Ara

third report of the species for the continental United States. The report is based on a gathering in v

siana in 2004 and originally annotated as Bowlesia incana Ruiz& Pav. (Apiaceae). However, when

the present authors as part of a treatment of Bowlesia Ruiz& Pav. for the Flora ofNorth America, it became evi-

dent that the specimens belonged instead to Hydrocotyle L. Preliminary investigation suggested Hydrocotyle

bowlesioides, a hypothesis confirmed by close scrutiny of the protologue (Mathias & Constance 1942) and an

assessment of high resolution digital images throughjstor.plants.org of the type Skutch 3573 (HT: US!; IT: K!,

NY!). Native to Costa Rica and Panama, Hydrocotyle bowlesioides has been reported in the continental United

States from Thomasville, GA (Anderson 1983) and Tallahassee, FL (Anderson 2007; see Mast et al. 2004 [con-

tinuously updated] for digital images of the specimens). Though only approximately thirty miles apart, these

two populations likely resulted from different invasion events. As noted by Anderson (2007), the Thomasville

Population expired by the mid-1990s while the Tallahassee population, collected in 2006, occupies a site at

which extensive construction and landscaping occurred in 2003 (L.C. Anderson, pers. comm.). The collection

ofH. bowlesioides in western Louisiana thus seems to represent a third instance of invasion in the southeastern

United States, 500 miles west of the previously known introductions. Though the means of transport of the

species remains obscure, its presence in Alabama, Mississippi, and eastern Texas may be expected.

Unfortunately, habitat details are absent from the collection labels of the Louisiana specimen. However,

ll»e presence ofDichondra carolinensis Michx. (Convolvulaceae) and a few leaves ofa View sp. (Fabaces

nhxedwith the Hydrocotyle on one of the duplicate sheets suggest a moist disturbed habitat,
1
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4speculation is consistent with the habitats ofboth previously-reported populations.

As its epithet indicates, H. bowlesioides is superficially similar to some members

incana, the only representative of ,he genus in the southeastern
United States. Uke H. bowlesioides, B.

b a non-native, low-growing weed fonnd in lawns and other wet, often disturbed sues Both spec.es

t®' Pahnately-lobed leaves that are pubescent on both surfaces and are borne on slender petioles that can

“P to 12cm long. However, the two speciesmay be easily distinguished by the character and distribution of the

^homes, the number and shape of the leaflobes, the character of the leafmargins, and various features o e

fruits
’ 35 summarized in Table 1 and depicted in Figure 1.
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FLAS, GA, LL, LSU, MISS, M1SSA, NMC, NO, OKL, ORE, OSC, RENO, RSA, TEX, UNLV, UNA,UNM, USCH,

VDB, WTU. We thank FSU for making available digital images of Florida collections (see Mast et al. in Litera-

ture Cited). Reviewers Michael MacRoberts, Ray Neyland, and Sam Kieschnick offered suggestions for

Anderson, L.C. 1983. Hydrocotyle bowlesioides in Georgia - new to United States. Castanea 48:317.

Anderson, L.C. 2007. Noteworthy plants from north Florida. VIII. J. Bot. Res. Inst. Texas 1:741-751.

Mast, AR., A. Stuy, G. Nelson, A. Bugher, N. Wedoington, J. Vega, K. Weismantel, D.S. Feller, and D- Paul. 2004 onward (continu-

ously updated). Database of Florida State University's Robert K. Godfrey Herbarium. Website http://herbarium.bio.
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